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HAFPFPENINGS AT ST JAMES’ & THE REFINERY

St. James’; A Christmas Party St. James’; A Winter Feast
Sun Dec 20, 2 pm-5 pm. Visit with friends and don't worry about the
St. Jameswith the Refinery ishaving a Christmas party cooking or dishes, welve gt that covered! M enu: beef
and YOU'RE INVITED! Comeand join us. Well havea rouladen mashed patatoes, sour red cabbage, salads,
children'sstory corner and crafts, a gameof shinny in the baked sole, garbanzo bean curry and dessart.
parking lot and lat of chancestovisit with the Two sitttingsat 5 pm & 6:30 pm.
) . . Tickets:
neghbourhood. Come out and enjoy a Christmas party ¥ Adults- $15,
with usand then join usfor a meal at theWinter Feast ¥ 12-17yrs- $10,

¥ 7-1lyrs - $5,
¥ 6 &under-free.
Contact the Refinery, 653-3549 or
Sheila Ann, 653-0068.

Please bring an item for the
Saskatoon Food Bank

Can You Help with the SONGS FOR PRE-CHRISTMAS MEN’S BREAKFAST
Winter Feast? Sat, Dec 12, 8 a.m.
SUPPER at the Senator Hotel

Please see the signup
sheets on the doors to
the sanctuary asking for

3" annual fundraiser
for the Saskatoon

corner of 21st St & 3rd Ave.

donations of salads, Foodbank f l?or(;chis special .ocllcas.ior.lts;()io;ses ;nd
riends are especially invited & we hope

desserts & help. Dec 12 8 13 that many of you will join us. Further
For information and to 8 pm details will follow in the church service

offer help, contact: at The Refinery bulletin.

16 musicians,

*» Rae Hearn, (8/night) After Fhristmas we plan to continue
244-3082 meeting for breakfast every second

=  Gary Meckling, $25 for one night Saturday of the month.
280-7518.

$,0 for both
653-3549

For information contact: Garth Van der




Y Advent & Christmas Eve Services

¥ Nov. 29, 1% Advent — 10:30 a.m. Intergenerational service led by the
childrenyouth.
The new Youth Band will play.
Dec 6, 2"! Advent
Dec 13, 3" Advent — 10:30 a.m. Service of Lessons and Carols
Dec 20, 4™ Advent — 10:30 a.m. Intergenerational service led by the
children & youth.
¥ Dec 24, Christmas Eve
o 7 p.m. Family focused Eucharist. Children are welcome to come
in their pajamas.
o 11 p.m. Choral Eucharist.

K K K

Thank you to | o th News From

Darren Schmidt of I"#$%&'() Emily Carr, Youth Minister
*+,-.9%0901933 Ave. B N)for
providing the drywall & supplies
and Byron Coquet for donating
his time and expertise installing it
to repair water damage to the
walls in the Jessie Miller Room.

Friendship Inn Art Extravaganza!  Dec 19 & Jan
9™. Kids 12 and under join us at the Friendship Inn
for art classes. 12:00pm

Friendship Inn Lunch , Dec 27" & Jan 10th

Youth Group Serves a Big Lunch! 11:00 am. Contact
Emily to attend. The youth will meet at Amigos

“_.. those of you who came out to after the event to debrief.

see Christmas Is A Drag. We sold Youth Led Servi ces - Dec 20™& Feb 14™, 10:30 am.
out both nights and had soo The youth will meet at Amigos after these services
much fun. We raised over two to debrief.
thousand for the Solomey Mam Junior Choir - Sundays, 10 am for ages 6-12. Led
Foundation.” by Shae Forsberg

Fran Youth Band practices every Sunday in the
Forsberg Refinery. Breakfast provided. Open to anyone and

everyone

“... Emily Carr for taking some of 12 and up.
our youth to serve lunch at the Christmas Eve
Friendship Inn. We believe it is Come dressed in your Jammies! I will be!

important for everyone to be
aware and to help. What is the
saying? Many hands make light
work. Thanks Fran”




When [ was a child the weeks of Advent
dragged by with unwelcome slowness.
The reality of the present was eclipsed
by the possibility of the future as every
fiber of my being leaned hard in the
direction of Christmas.

Times have changed. If I'm leaning at
all these days, I'm leaning backwards.
I'm hoping to put a drag on the passage
of time so that I can get everything I
need to do, done before the big day
arrives.

In addition to needing to complete all
the planning for the celebration of
Christmas, [ don’t like Advent to pass
too quickly because it’s the season
when [ find myself most drawn to the
things of God. The shortening days of
Advent, the soft light of its late sunrises
and early sunsets reach deep into my
soul.

Advent fills me with both stillness and
stirring. It awakens a desire to stop
and savour all the beauty around me,
and it arouses a keen longing to be
done with all the ugliness that is so
obviously there as well.

This year the days leading up to Advent
have been especially stirring because of
some caring and courageous people |
have “met” through CBC radio
interviews. There’s Malalai Joya, a
young woman lawmaker in
Afghanistan, who was kicked out of
parliament for her persistent criticism
of government corruption. Under
threat of violence, she continues to
speak out, saying simply that she fears
death less than she fears the loss of
truth.

The other interview that moved me
deeply was with a reporter from, [ am

A Message from Rev Dianne Mesh — Advent & Christmas, 2009

Dear Friends at St. James with the Refinery

not sure if it is Central or South
America. who knows that she is risking
her life by reporting on the drug cartels
that operate with government
protection in her country. She spoke of
colleagues who have been killed for
doing what she is doing, and she spoke
of her determination to continue.

Both of these women are taking huge
risks for love of their countries and
their people, because of their
commitment to justice, and because,
against all odds, they continue to have
hope. They have hope, but not of quick
or easy resolutions. They have hope, |
think, that those who hold fast to truth,
justice, compassion and love will, in the
end, prevail.

In that, they personify Advent hope. In
their refusal to seek safety in silence,
they cry out for us to prepare the way.
In the risks they are taking, they reveal
the willing vulnerability of the one who
comes to birth at Christmas. When |
listen to them, [ hear Mary accepting
the risky work of giving birth to God.

Many years ago someone gave me a
Christmas card with a little poem by
Madeline D’Engle:

This is the irrational season

When love blooms bright and wild

Had Mary been filled with reason
There’d have been no room for the Child.

These words touched me deeply at the
time. They have blessed my keeping of
Advent and Christmas ever since. |
hope they do the same for you. May
they help us all to lean hard in the
direction of a Christmas that brings God
to birth in our midst.

Peace and Joy be with you.



News of Our Parish & Friends

Congratulations

At the Fall 2009 Convocation the following received degrees:

Jason Coutu — Master of Science degree in Computer Science. Thesis: Reducing Co-Simulation
Runtime Through Parallel Processing.

Angie Tysseland — Master of Music. Thesis: Conducting L'Historire du Soldat: A Tale of Two Libretti.

In Memoriam

Gladys Tomlinson on Oct 20 at 94. Gladys was a long time member of St. James’, a choir member and a
member of the Sue Kelsey Circle.

Gordon “Ross” Meikle, brother to Wayne died on Nov. 14, 2009.

Brad Kerfoot, nephew to Bill &€ Marian Grainger, on Nov. 18 in an automobile accident.

Laurna Marie Lacey in November — Mother of Cathy Lacey.

Social Justice at St. James’ I |
The social justice committee has decided ® °
to pursue the issue of rights for women and = Com!n ln janua
children in Afghanistan, under the direction
of Jim Komar.

Also on our agenda is the issue of poverty I REFINING READERS:

in our city. We plan to partner with the
Friendship Inn and St. Thomas Wesley MORE THAN A BOOK CLUB

. [ izza lunch at the Refiner
United Church. IS)at, Jan 16,2010 at noor}ll
There is much to be done in both projects.
If you are interested in joining us speak to So that there is enough pizza for everyone
Jim, 665-6913 or Fran, 343-1595. I please RSVP by Jan 14

dianne@refinersonline.org

We will announce meetings at the church
services. u

Highly readable... a
serious rethinking
of the gospel that
speaks to heart
and intellect...a
book for Christians
with questions
about the way

o - Christianity has
Thurs Dec 17 AR DR been taught.

Sl e ¢ g

Singing with Sylvia
Christmas Concert
A special event for kids ages 2-6

10 am

\
C/ x @ The Refinery
$5/person / 653-3549
7/




_________________1

To the people of St. James:

Thankyou for the donations of clean lightly used men's clothing to Larson House Brief & Social Detox Centre.
The clothes are much appreciated for many reasons. Clothes do much more than simply keep a person warm
and decently covered: clothes publicly proclaim our status in society, whom we identify with and our moods.
We tend to form an opinion about a person by their clothes. Thus we treat a policeman in uniform a lot
differently from a man in a pair of dirty coveralls.

|
|
A lot of the people who come to the Brief Detox are filthy, their clothes torn, threadbare. Many just want to I
sleep off their intoxicated state, and get up and leave the next day, but some want to transfer to the Social

Detox and try to shake off their addiction and improve themselves. Often these people have come in with no I
changes of clothing. Give a man a chance to have a shave and a shower and then outfit him with new

underwear and a clean shirt and pants and he will feel much better about himself and will be treated with more I
respect by others. Maybe, this little boost in self-respect will be enough to inspire him to go out and look for a

job rather than dropping in on his drinking buddies. I

| frequently hear the words "Don't mind about me, I'm just an alcoholic" or "nobody cares about me". A large
proportion of the people | deal with are either suffering from some form of mental illness or are depressed and
they drink or do drugs so they can escape from their misery for a short while. Being told that someone cares
enough to donate clothing can make an enormous difference in their attitude about themselves, and might help
them to feel worthy of trying to solve their problems.

So, once again thankyou for the donations. | only asked for men's clothing at this time as we have a good I
supply of women's right now, but that can soon change, so please keep Larson House in mind if you have any
lightly used clothing you wish to donate to a good cause.

Linda van der Kamp I

St. JamesO® Many Mini Ministry Mysteries compiled by Mary McKay
Christmas Carol Festival
Did you knowE E ..?

In 1963 St. James’ Junior Choir sang in the Saskatoon Christmas Carol Festival. The
festival was held at Third Avenue United Church. For many years the festival was the
highlight concert of the Christmas season. There would be many church, community
and school choirs that participated over three evenings of amazing Christmas music.

The December 10, 1963 issue of the Star Phoenix had a review about the previous
evening’s concert. This is what the reporter said of St. James’ children’s choir. "The
first group to appear on the program was the St. James’ Anglican Church Junior Choir,
directed by Mrs. M. L. Purdy. With an average age of between eight and ten years, the
youngsters sang with a slight tendency towards flatness but the overall effect was one
of purity and sweetness.”

One wonders as to which carols were sung so sweetly as the opening number at a
general public performance. It is good though to know that nearly 50 years ago the
children of St. James’ sang of Christ’s birth. This is another of St. James’ Many Mini
Ministry Mysteries.



Directory

St. JamesCChurch, 653-3531

607 Dufferin Ave.

The Refinery, 653-3549

609 Dufferin Ave.

st. JamesQibrary, kitchen & hallway
653-5196

www.refinersonline.org

Main Office hours: Mon to Fri, 1-4:30
pm

Staff

Rev. Dianne Mesh, Rector
direct line 653-5193
dianne@refinersonline.org

Emily Carr, Youth Ministry
241-1207
emilycarrmusic@hotmail.com

Cynthia Dyck, Community Ministry
direct lin€53-5195
cynthia@refinersonline.org

Karen Fung, Administrative Assistant
direct line 653-5194
office@refinersonline.orq

Angie Tysseland, Music Ministry
651-2581
angie@cosmicpad.com

Sheila Ann Whiteway, Member Ministry
direct line 653-0068
sheilaann@refinersonline.orqg

Draft Vision 2019 Report Now Online

A draft of the Anglican Church of Canada's strategic
planN Vision 2019N is now available online for discussion.

The Vision 2019 Task Force, a team of volunteer
Anglicans, has upheld principles of transparency and
broad consultation in all aspects of the Vision 2019
process. These values were clear in the cutting-edge
method of data collection: Canadian Anglicans were
asked, "Where is your church now, and where do you
want the Anglican Church of Canada to be by 2019?" and
from February to October, answers poured in by email,
voice message, letter, and video. These responses were
posted on the Vision 2019 website.

Now the task force is reviewing these answers and
discerning the next action steps. They are at a stage of
broad consultation, talking to major church stakeholders
about the emerging plan. To again honour the values of
transparency and broad consultation, the task force is
sharing these two documents:

1. A draft of the task force's Vision 2019 report

2. An analysis of Vision 2019 input, prepared by
consultant Marleen Morris.

or do an internet search of @raft vision 20190If you do
not have a computer contact Sheila Ann for a copy.

Classes at St. JamesO
& The Refinery

The winter set of classes will begin
the week of Jan 11, 2010. A
newsletter with details about each

class will be available within the next
few weeks. And the information will

be posted on the website:
www.refine  rsonline.org

Besides our usual roster of classes,
which include: yoga, tai chi,

meditation, art, belly dance & Mitzvah,

this term we will be offering 16
quilting/sewing classes.




